7*         '           OLLIVIER'S MEMOIRS
to the Chancery, he summoned his wife, his brothers, and his secretaries, and read out to them the 'pathetic and eloquent' document which was intended for the consumption of the Legislature on the following day. Cries of astonishment and indignation went up from the domestic circle which had been thus hastily initiated into a secret of the State. And if such was M Olhvier's return to his dovecote, we may imagine the discomfort of the Emperor among the wai-hawks of the Palace 1 What 1' cried the Empress to Lebceuf, c do you also approve this cowardice ? Dishonour yourself if you must, do not dishonour the Emperor' In a paroxysm of penitence a fresh Council was summoned to meet after dinner at St. Cloud.
It was one of those delicious summer evenings before August has parched the leaves, when the air is hot but not heavy, and the stais shinp? softly overhead, throwing their pale icflections into the slow, languid wateis of the Seine. Here and there groups of men and women strolled and chatted along the quays and shaded alleys of the Bois de Boulogne. A serene peace brooded over Paris M. Olhvier drove to St. Cloud and found that the Emperor's thoughts had taken the same course as his own The Congress was unsatisfactory, neither the Chambers nor the streets would stand it 'Mud would be thrown at our cainages,' said the Minister,' and they would hoot us.' After some moments of silence the Emperor answered,' See in what a plight a government may sometimes find itself. Even if we had no motive for war which we could avow, we should nevertheless be obliged to resolve on it to obey the will of the people' The conversation was interrupted by the arrival of the othei Ministers, and for the first time the Empress took her seat at the Council board Lebceuf began by explaining that he had called out the reserves, but that this should not affect the issue, he could lecall the order and resign. Then Gramont read the latest telegrams They showed that the refusal of the King of Prussia to receive Benedetti was being officially communicated to foieign governments. The Council determined that the reserves should be called out Theie was no occasion for voting, nor did the Empress open her lips. The final step was left for the moining At 9 a.m. on July 15